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"Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages. Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made generally available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit".
 Article 26.1 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Training course on documenting human rights violations

The Human Rights Information and Documentation Center has begun a new project.

The aims of the project are to:

· strengthen monitoring, documentation and information handling capabilities of human rights institutions and organisations in Georgia

· facilitate networking and exchange of data/information among organisations in Georgia.

The project will be implemented in partnership with Human Rights Information and Documentation Systems International (HURIDOCS). HURIDOCS is a global network of organisations concerned with monitoring, documentation and handling of information on human rights.  It develops tools and techniques for human rights monitoring and information handling, organises training courses and workshops in co-ordination with members of the network, and provides on-site advice and support on establishing and maintaining documentation centres and information systems.  International Secretariat of HURIDOCS is located in Geneva, Switzerland.

More specifically, the course will try to familiarise participating institutions and organisations with:

· the basics of monitoring

· human rights terminology and indexing

· the techniques of computerised information handling

· the use of information handling tools, more particularly the HURIDOCS tools
· the recording, retrieval and exchange of information on human rights violations
· specialised uses of HURIDOCS tools

 The main topics comprising the programme are as follows:

· Overview of human rights protection

· Overview of monitoring


· Basics of fact-finding

· Basic concepts in documenting human rights violations

· The HURIDOCS Standard Formats on Events

· WinEvsys

· Adapting the HURIDOCS tools for specialised uses

· Data analysis

Fourteen participants from across Georgia will be accepted to each training course. These will be documentalists and information workers involved in the collection, handling and dissemination of information related to cases of human rights violations. 

The first stage of the project will be funded by CORDAID (The Netherlands).

First Anti-Torture Committee report on Georgia

STRASBOURG, FRANCE - The Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) of the Council of Europe has issued its first report on Georgia. In May 2001 the Committee visited a number of civil and military detention centres and psychiatric facilities in the capital Tbilisi, and the towns of Kutaisi, Gori, Poti and Tskaltubo. Its recommendations deal with improving professional training for police officers, strengthening safeguards against the ill-treatment of people held in police custody, and the systematic investigation of complaints by detainees. The Georgian government, which requested the publication of the report, is preparing its response to the points raised by the Committee. That response will also be made public. 
For detailed information please visit: http://www.cpt.coe.int/en/press/20020725en.htm
Attack on human rights activist

TBILISI, GEORGIA - on July 15, 2002 at 11:00 a.m., Nugzar Sulashvili and his family were the victims of an armed attack at their home. Mr. Sulashvili is the chairman of the International Union: "Center for Foreign Citizens' and Migrants' Rights and Security" (FCRS) - a Tbilisi based NGO. The aggressor intended to murder Mr. Sulashvili and his wife and daughter. The neighbours managed to step in and save them. 

The attacker, who apparently belong to secret services, was released immediately after his arrest, and the police did not initiate any investigation. Mr. Sulashvili and his family have already been victim of acts of harassment in the past, through anonymous phone calls and letters threatening their lives.

During the past three years, there have been several attempts to discredit the FCRS, and several acts of vandalism have been perpetrated against the organisation.

On March 12, 2000 several unidentified persons attacked the FCRS office and destroyed equipment and important documents. The same happened on July 18, 2000.

On November 4, 2000, unidentified persons attacked and severely beat the first deputy to the Chairman of the organization, Anton Robakidze, who was about to go to trial. On this occasion, documents were taken.

On January 2, 2001 at 11 p.m. unidentified persons attacked the FCRS chairman's car, while he and his family were travelling from Rustavi to Tbilisi. The attackers took several documents during this event that seems to have been a planned accident.

On August 14, 2001 at Tbilisi airport, materials about trafficking were disappeared. These documents, obtained by Nugzar Sulashvili, contained information implying officials' involvement in trafficking. In addition, several video tapes were misplaced, some of them prepared by Sulashvili, and others about American Coalition Against trafficking.

On May 13, 2002, unidentified persons attacked and beat Ioseb Sulashvili on his way home. They warned him that he should cease to investigate activities about employment firms participating in trafficking. 

Apparently the constant harassment against Mr. Sulashvili is due to his professional activity. Indeed, the FCRS, which fight against trafficking, has, for the last two years, provided hundreds of victims with juridical, medical, psychological and financial assistance. The organization has also revealed the government's involvement in trafficking.

The purpose of the last attack against Mr. Sulashvili was certainly to prevent him from publishing the 2001-2002 annual report on trafficking in Georgia. Travel agencies and high officials in the Government involved in trafficking are implicated in this report.

Statement of the International Society for Fair elections and Democracy (ISFED)

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Western Georgia regional office of International Society for Fair Elections and Democracy (ISFED) was robbed at night on July 17, 2002. Two computers (processors and monitors) were stolen; the cables of monitors were cut off and won't be useful for further exploitation. It must be noted that, in one of the processors information about violations recorded by ISFED observers during local self-government elections, June 2, 2002 was kept. We can assume from the above mentioned, that the interest of the thieves were not the computers, but information itself. 

ISFED representatives are participating in the work of Interim Investigation Commission of the Parliament of Georgia which researches causes of election violations; it must be noted that one of the first issues to be investigated was re-checking election results in Kutaisi election district.  All above mentioned, although without serious evidences, gives us basis to state, that the criminal act could be associated with the activities of the organization.

This is the second fact of criminal act on the ISFED in the past week after car hijacking in Zugdidi on July 13, 2002. It creates impression that the series of intentional criminal acts are accomplishing against ISFED.

Vague situation around the criminal act in Zugdidi proves incapability and ineffectiveness of the police. Distrust against law enforcement bodies deepens ineffectiveness of the police in the matter of two NGO

robberies in Kutaisi.

ISFED protests on the criminal acts against itself; entirely puts the amenability on the authority because of unmanaged processes and criminal acts shaped in Georgia; and categorically requests above mentioned

criminal acts to be investigated in restricted time.

40 Thousand Georgians to Emigrate in the Near Future

TBILISI, GEORGIA - More than 40 thousand Georgian citizens are estimated to emigrate in six months as a result of the high level of unemployment in the country.  According to the Statistics Department, Georgians comprise 70% of the total number of émigrés from the country.  Reportedly, only 19% of those who travel abroad do so in order to visit relatives. In addition 67.2% of those travelling abroad do so in search of employment, while only a quarter of them are guaranteed a job upon their arrival.  Others expect help from the Georgian Diaspora community.  Some Georgians wish to travel and live abroad, but the majority seeks to earn money, a clear indication of the difficult social and economic conditions currently plaguing Georgia. 

Statistic Department experts note that the majority of émigrés seeks to avoid unemployment, despite the fact that most are not likely to find a job or improve their financial situation abroad.

Political Prisoner’s Family Requests Asylum

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The Association of Human Rights Defense asks the ambassadors of Great Britain, the USA, France and Germany to appeal to the Georgian Government with a petition to grant asylum to the family of political prisoner, Irakli Dokvadze. Georgi Kervalishvili, the president of the Association, states that Dokvadze’s family is currently under pressure by the government because of his refusal to accept pardon. “The Georgian government releases political prisoners as the international commonwealth demands.” 

Prisoners who accept pardon are typically released after they petition the president, pleading themselves guilty. This practice allows the President to manipulate political prisoners, as the prisoners, in requesting a pardon, are forced to plead guilty to a crime for which they assert their innocence, as was the case with Irakli Dokvadze.  In his refusal to be pardoned, thus denying his guilt, the government has subsequently put his family in an unbearable situation.

American Ambassador Demands the Quick Investigation of Peter Show’s case

TBILISI, GEORGIA - American Ambassador to Georgia, Richard Miles, has expressed his concern with recent events in Georgia. Miles met with the Georgian Minister of Justice, Roland Giligashvili and report
edly discussed the kidnapping of British citizen, Peter Show. They also discussed recent attacks on Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Liberty Institute and other human rights groups. 

The American Ambassador warned that if the current situation does not improve, Georgia’s reputation will deteriorate in the eyes of the international community.   He implored the Minister of Justice to assist in the investigation in order to expose the criminals.   

Swedish Citizen Attacked

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On Chavchavadze Avenue in Tbilisi a foreigner was attacked. The assailants injured Mariam Maria Aksel, took off her jewelry, stripped her earrings, and stole her car, disappearing in an unknown direction. 
Mariam Maria Aksel was born in Tbilisi. In 1984 she married Swede Per Ulp Aksel and became a Swedish citizen.  The prosecutor’s office of Vake-Saburtalo began an investigation regarding the case. 

Orthodox priests lead “pogrom” against Pentecostal Church & Catholic pilgrims
TBILISI, GEORGIA - Two Orthodox priests led a three-day attack on a Pentecostal church in the Georgian capital Tbilisi over the weekend (5-7 July), witnesses have told Keston News Service. “…the mob of about thirty or forty people burst into the house, beat people, frightened the children, stole Bibles, rummaged through people’s bags and uttered very many threats – to the believers and to our family. It was a pogrom. They didn’t care if you were old or young – they even beat pregnant women. In a separate incident, a group of Catholics – among them the Apostolic Administrator Bishop Giuseppe Pasotto - who were on pilgrimage in eastern Georgia on 3 July were physically attacked by a group of people reportedly sent by two Orthodox priests. They told the pilgrims they had no right to walk in their diocese. (Keston News Service, 8 July, 2002)
President Grants Terrorists Pardon 

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On July 7, 2002 President Eduard Shevardnadze, granted the release of three  prisoners, without discussion with the Commission of Pardons.  Former security minister and head of the group “Alpa,” Temur Khachishvili; leader of the criminal group “Mkhedrioni,” Giga Gelashvili; and Guram Papukashvili were granted a presidential pardon after seven years imprisonment. All three were accused of terrorist acts because of their association with the militarized criminal group “Mkhedrioni.”  The organization arranged the coup d’état of Gamsakhurdia’s government and Shevardnadze’s subsequent ascent to power.  The prisoners thanked the President for his decision.

Torture Has Become a Common Practice

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Giorgi Janashia, head of the Reform and Monitoring Unit of the Penitentiary Department, states that 137 injured prisoners were sent to the Ministry of Justice during the first five months of the year. 

Four injured persons were taken from pre-detention cells of the Gldani-Nadzaladevi Police Department; 25 from Tbilisi State Police Department; and two from Vake-Saburtalo Police Department.

Most prisoners claim that they were injured prior to detention but Giorgi Janashia expresses disbelief at this prospect, as several injuries on the soles of prisoners’ feet and in other places indicate police torture. 

While the legal pre-detention period is 48 hours, prisoners are frequently held for 72. Two hundred such cases have been identified during the past five months, while one hundred detainees were taken to jail after only 24 hours. The longest period a prisoner has been detained illegally in a pre-detention cell was 25 days. The materials of 126 such cases were sent to the General Prosecutor’s Office, but only four were investigated.

Policemen Beat Detainee

TBILISI, GEORGIA - According to his sister Nino, Gia Bitsadze was severely beaten in the district police office of Didube-Chugereti(Tbilisi).  Nino Bitsadze has appealed to the Public Defender declaring that she does not know the reasons for her brother’s detention and subsequent torture.  She contends that Gia was taken from the Didube-Chugureti police office to Vake-Saburtalo wherein he was released to his relatives, unconscious.

Bitsadze is currently in the hospital where Ramaz Ninua has visited him. Ninua has declared that Bitsadze is in shock, cannot speak and is badly injured. Upon regaining consciousness (although this happened only once), Bitsadze attested to being beaten in the Didube-Chugureti police office. 

Police and Court Violate Human Rights

TBILISI, GEORGIA - At a press conference, representatives of the NGO, “42nd Article of Constitution” discussed human rights violations perpetrated by the Court.

On August 29, 2001 Borjomi police detained Zurab Babilashvili for the possession and sale of drugs. Babilashvili had been tried before for burglary and was released from jail 20 days prior.

“Police detained Babilashvili simply because he has been tried before,” the NGO stated, noting that his detention was illegal. According to them, the court of Borjomi continued their illegal activities when Babilashvili was sentenced to three years imprisonment. 

The verdict was abolished with the assistance of a lawyer from “42nd Article of the Constitution.”

Defendant Declared Sane

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Police allegedly desired that Grigol Khurtsilava, suspect in the murder investigation of Giorgi Sanaya, plead insanity to avoid punishment. Sanaya, a Georgian journalist, was murdered in his home a year ago.  Medical experts claim the government urged them to declare Khurtsilava legally insane. Unable to verify claims of insanity, the doctors submitted a document to the Court declaring the defendant’s stable mental health.

As a result, the police will neither ease the punishment of the accused, nor release him.  The investigation is said to be nearing a close and the case will be brought to court.

Independent experts support the possibility that the government is attempting to conceal the true criminal, while Khurtsilava is innocent.

Public Defender Denounces Military Prosecutor’s Office

TBILISI, GEORGIA - In her annual account dedicated to the Military Prosecutor’s office, Public Defender Nana Devdariani has expressed her dissatisfaction. “It’s regrettable that the body that should most fundamentally protect human rights, quite frequently abuses those rights. A clear example of this is the detention of Otar Chkhartishvili, the former commander of the maritime forces,” she declares. The public defender believes that the Military Prosecutor’s office ordered the detention of Otar Chkhartishvili, who was tried and then released.

Moreover, Devdariani states that the Military Prosecutor’s office has not been inspected for five years. She recommends a commission be created for this purpose and that it be staffed by representatives of the General Prosecutor’s office, the Anticorruption Council, Parliament and NGOs. 

Prisoner Demands Compensation for $10,000 Bribe

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Former prisoner, Temur Magrakvelidze, continues to seek justice in the court system after being detained on May 13, 1996 under charges of violating the first item of article 253- larceny.

Budu Shekiladze, the investigator assigned to the case, promised to facilitate Magrakvelidze’s release with the sum of $10,000.  The prisoner, lacking the necessary funds, decided to sell his flat.  Instead of being interrogated, he was taken to a notary public to register the flat in his brother’s name, who subsequently sold it and transferred the $10,000 to Shekiladze.  

On May 8, 2002, Magrakvelidze appealed to Georgia’s Supreme Court requesting reparations.

Prisoners Afraid to Speak under Police Threats

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Public Defender Nana Devdariani has recognized that the transfer of prisoners from temporary detention to jails is frequently delayed for months, increasing the likelihood of torture while in detention. Recent examples include prisoners Vitali Arevadze and Davit Bajelidze, who were reportedly detained for 34 days before being taken to jail.  Similarly, Omar Tvalabeishvili was held 76 days; and Tengiz Gorgadze, 53 days.

Devdariani notes the difficulty in confirming whether or not these detainees were tortured, as prisoners change their stories under police pressure.  Personnel in the General Prosecutor’s Office and the Ministry of Internal Affairs claim that torture occurs due to a lack of financial backing.  The Public Defender, however, rejects this explanation, declaring that the prohibition of torture can only be achieved with the desire to end torture, regardless of financial support. 

Prisoner Starving for 15 Days

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Khvicha Ganchkhava, a prisoner in Tbilisi’s 5th Colony, has been on a hunger strike for 15 days.  The prisoner evidently suffers from heart trouble, which could be worsened by his strike.

On September 30, 2000, Ganchkhava escaped from prison using the same tunnel as Absandze, another escapee. Turning themselves in they trusted the President’s statement, which guaranteed the release of the escaped prisoners if they returned of their own will- an agreement that was subsequently violated. 

Khvicha Ganchkhava states that he was wrongfully accused of purchasing equipment in collaboration with Absandze to dig the tunnel. The prisoner has been starving himself for 15 days in protest of his detention and the accusations against him. He has appealed to the Supreme Court for assistance.

Beaten Prisoners Transferred to Jail Number Five

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Two prisoners accused of possession of illegal weapons under article 236, have been taken from pre-detention cells of the state police department to jail number five.

Both prisoners- 29 year-old Aleander Tabagir; and another 28 year-old- claim they sustained injuries prior to their arrests.  Tabagir reportedly has wounds on the nose, back, hand and leg.  

Head of Department against Drug Trafficking Involved in Corruption 

MARNEULI, GEORGIA - Among several detained for drug possession was lieutenant in chief of the Internal Affairs Department in Marneuli.  While one of the duties of the department is to work against drug trafficking, its 39-year-old chief, Teimuraz Sherozia, is reported to have been under the influence of drugs and in possession of 11.49 grams of heroine at the time of his arrest.  Several criminals accompanied him- Ma
muka Iremashvili, George Kacharava, Teimuraz Karseladze, David Jashi and George Gordeladze. The latter two were also under the influence of drugs. 

The General Prosecutor’s Office is investigating the case. 

There have been nine such incidences implicating officials in drug trafficking or abuse near the Red Bridge in Marneuli.

Aleko Tabatadze, the head of the State Department of Internal Affairs comments that policemen, who should be working to reduce the occurrence of drug crimes, have themselves been involved in them and have allied themselves with criminals. “We will try to expose everyone who commits such crimes,” Tabatadze assures. 

Prostitutes Transported from Georgia to Europe

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Sergo Zibzibadze, representative of the Georgian Intelligence Agency, informed Prime-News that prostitutes are brought to Abkhazia from Russia and Ukraine and then transported to other countries.  He claims that the process is carried out by Turkish private ships, which are directed by transnational criminal groups.  Drugs are also smuggled from Asia and Russia through the self-proclaimed republic of Abkhazia.  The trafficking of drugs and women is a pressing issue in the region. (Prime News).
Prisoners Claim Responsibility for Wounds

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Nato Bakradze, accused of involuntary manslaughter, has been transferred from a temporary detention facility to the fifth jail of the Internal Affairs Penitentiary Department.  The 29 year-old had several wounds on her back when taken to jail, but maintains that she sustained the injuries at the scene of the crime.

Similarly, Paata Migineishvili, wanted for robbery by the Samtredia Police, was taken to jail number two in Rustavi.  The Internal Affairs press service reports that drugs were confiscated from Migineishvili’s flat.  The prisoner also has wounds on his back, but explains that he was injured prior to his detention by falling from a tree.

Drugs Found in Khachapuri 

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The police officers of jail number five found drugs in khachapuri (cheese pie) that was in a parcel sent to a prisoner. Lasha Shakaia brought the parcel to prisoner Kukuri Nozadze. The security workers began investigating the case and sent the drugs to experts for evaluation of the quality and quantity.

Election Causes Maitesiani’s Beating

AKHALKALAKI, GEORGIA - Candidate Maitesiani’s trial has begun, as he was beaten by policemen in Akhalkalaki in July 2002. Pre-investigation research carried out by the local prosecutor’s office indicates that he was injured by several officials: Sureniani, the head of Akhalkalaki police; Meltoniani, head of the investigation department; Melkoniani, head of the pre-detention cell; and investigator, Paliani.

Maitesiani reportedly demanded that the commission refuse to sign the election report- the reason for his beatings.  The prosecutor’s office of Samstkhe-Javakheti initiated an investigation.

Policemen Accused in Murder Use Privilege against Self-incrimination

MTSKHETA, GEORGIA - During a demonstration on August 20, 2001, policemen fired at a car that continued to drive, despite efforts to stop it.  As a result, Nukri Japaridze was killed.  The two policemen charged in this case are Albert Amirishvili and Grigol Jhijhiashvili.

On August 26, 2001, the Prosecutor’s Office of Mtskheta began an investigation into the shooting.  The policemen are accused of the reckless use of firearms, exceeding their official duties and the careless murder of Aleksandre Japaridze.

As Vakhtagn Talakvadze, the Prosecutor in the case, notes, the investigation began six days after the crime was committed.  He also noted several other violations.

The policemen accused in murder have used their privilege against self-incrimination.

Fingerprinting Database to be Created

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Fingerprinting of prisoners and convicts will begin in September, continuing through the end of the year, when a fingerprinting database will be created. Maia Nikoleishvili, expert at the Ministry of Justice and head of the special investigation center, pronounced the completion of the first stage of the fingerprinting program, requiring the training of 12 Georgian experts.  

Nikoleishvili also mentioned that 15,000 dactyloscopic cards, printed in Georgian, have been sent from the United States.  They are now detailing a schedule by which to take prisoners’ fingerprints.

Prisoners’ Injuries Attributed to Falling out of Bed
TBILISI, GEORGIA - The Penitentiary department, which began examining prisoners for injuries, has noted that it has become common practice to send injured detainees to jail.  25 year-old Kakhaber Kakava, for 
example, was taken from the Kaspi department of the Ministry of the Interior to Tbilisi’s jail number five with injuries on his right eye.  As Kakava explains, he sustained these injuries prior to his detention.

Apparently, prisoners enjoy jumping out of their beds, but many accidents occur and the prisoners end up in the hospital with several injuries.  

On July 23 at about 2:00 a.m. Vakhtang Giorgadze, accused of murder and imprisoned in jail number four in Zugdidi, sustained injuries on his forehead after reportedly falling out of bed. 

Similarly, Vasil Gvarliani, a prisoner in jail number five, was brought to a clinic for convicts and prisoners with a broken right elbow.  He is also thought to have attempted to jump from his bed, injuring himself in the process.

Guard Wounded by Prisoner has Died

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On July 29, 27 year-old Goga Jincharashvili died in the hospital after being wounded in a courthouse by prisoner, Nugzar Gvichiani. 32 year-old Gvichiani reportedly wounded the guard and then escaped.  

Jincharashvili was transported to the hospital in an ambulance, where doctors operated but were unable to save him.

Gvichiani had been detained in the sixth block of Digomi district, in Backery. He was charged with kidnapping and demanding ransom for David Iakobidze, son of the former financial minister. Gvichiani, a former policeman, has been charged with kidnapping several times.

Sevdia Ugrekhelidze Demands Reduction in Saidev’s Sentence Time

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Sevdia Ugrekhelidze appealed to the Ministry of State Security in defense of her client Islam Saidev, arrested three months ago on charges of international terrorism. Ugrekhelidze claims there is no evidence of Saidev’s alleged links to terrorist organization Al Qaeda, and hopes to reduce his sentence. Saidaev’s family currently resides in Georgia.

Escapee Commits 21 Crimes in 3 Months

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On April 24, security officers of Iberkompani, shot at criminals robbing the gas station, killing three and injuring one. Criminals were identified as 25 year-old Paata Dolaberidze, 27 year-old Zviad Akhvlediani and Levan Oniani. In 1998 Dolaberidze was condemned to 10 years imprisonment by Mtatsminda-Krtsanisi Court.  Serving less than three years of his sentence, he escaped this year on January 30.

Dolaberidze confessed to committing 21 crimes during the 3 months since his escape. The Prosecutor’s Office is investigating the case.

West Georgian Electricians Strike Indefinitely

ZESTAPONI, GEORGIA - Workers of the high intensity cable enterprise “Kokhra” and others in Zestaponi and Terjola began striking on July 2. Inter-Press information indicates that the electricians will remain on strike until they receive the wages that have been due them for over a year.

Electricians working for “Kokhra” have not been paid for some 17 months; their colleagues in Terjola for 27 months; and those in Chiatura for 24 months.

Today they switched off 12 cables that supplied the region with electricity. 

According to a Union statement, if the workers do not receive their wages, they will cut off supply to another cable- Kartli 2- on July 4. 

Shashiashvili Denounces Solidaroba’s Links to Strikes

KUTAISI, GEORGIA - Governor of Imereti Temur Shashiashvili, claims that the professional union Solidaroba is politically charged and is trying to hinder the activities of state enterprises. He notes that the union supports the electricians’ strikes in Zestaponi and Terjola, where the workers have demanded their wages and switched off the electricity.

Shashiashvili argues that Solidaroba, in supporting the striking electricians, wishes to deter governmental activities.  To support this claim, he has observed that the union has its offices in Chiatura and in Zestapomi, 
the locations of two major government industries- Pero and Chiaturamanganum. He also maintains that Solidaroba is funded from abroad.

Shashiashvili asserts that the electricians have been paid every month and are demanding old debts that will be repaid once the budget has passed.  
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