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1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favorable conditions of work and to protection against unemployment.

2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal work.

3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favorable remuneration ensuring for himself and his family an existence worthy of human dignity, and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social protection.

4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his interests.

Article 23.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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President Shevardnadze feels nostalgic about Soviet laws

According for our information Shevardnadze is going to pass a law proposal amending penal code. Such attempt, innocent enough at one glance, has deep reasons and plans for future. Article 222 will be added to criminal procedure prohibiting block of transport communications by picketers. Perpetrators will be punished with imprisonment up to 3 years.

Legal committee turned down Law proposal. According to Zurab Adeishvili, Head of Parliamentary Legal Committee, article very much resembles Soviet law punishing for anti-Soviet propaganda.

Obviously Shevardnadze was inspired to pass law proposal by street demonstrations. 

Khatuna Chkhaidze is afraid of Prosecutor’s Office
Still no news about Rustavi 2 journalist Giorgi Sanaya’s murder case. Grigol Khurtsilava, former state security officer, claims the murder. According to him he didn’t know Sanaya and killed him by accident. He excludes intent and political motivation. Public puts little trust in this version as does Sanaya’s wife Khatuna, lawyer by profession. According to her Giorgi was killed for his journalist activities.

She declared, when she went to Prosecutor’s Office she was treated so badly, that had fear somebody would throw her out of the window. She declares she will never go there alone.

Murder of Sanaya reminds us about similar case - murder of Giorgi Gongadze in Ukraine. Both journalists were in opposition to the government. Both governments exclude their possible involvement in murder.

Ransom for Spanish businessman was paid twice

According to Spanish press Georgian high rank officials were accomplices in kidnapping of two Spanish businessmen.

According to Nugzar Sulashvili, head of center for the protection of migrants and foreign citizens, he had information, that both kidnapped were released in summer, but later taken back to custody since the ransom was not paid in full amount.

Pardoned prisoner dies
One more prisoner died in penitentiary. 45 years old Levan Lagidze who was ill with tuberculosis. He was arrested for drug dealing and put behind the bars for 9 years. 

Medical Department of Ministry of Justice proposed to pardon him for health reasons however this was not done and Lagidze died before court hearings.

Head of Geguti Colony beats prisoners
Head of №8 Penitentiary colony Irakli Gabunia forces pardoned prisoners to pay money for release. Even some of those prisoners who were not pardoned were released possibly after paying bribes to Gabunia. 
According to NGO’s Gabunia is also known for beating prisoners. According to Paata Mkheidze, Head of Penitentiary Department, if these facts are proved to be correct several measurers will be taken including launching of a criminal case. 

Prisoners Escaped

On the 9th of February 21 prisoners were taken from Rustavi colony №2 to Tbilisi prison №1 escorted by 4 police officers. One prisoner pretended epileptic and when car was stopped they attacked policeman and managed to escap. Police, later caught three of them. Valiko Zagania born in 1978 in Martvili; Besik Tsikaridze, born in Lanchkhuti  in 1981 and Niaz Kintraia, born in Abasha in 1974.  

 Ushangi Mgeladze in Penitentiary Department                                        

There’s nothing new about the Minister of Justice appointing people from law enforcement bodies. This time he has appointed Police colonel Ushangi Mgeladze (from the Ministry of Interior) as the First Deputy Head of Penitentiary Department. 

Mgeladze’s past includes being the Head of Tbilisi Criminal Police. He accepted new position without hesitation.

Police forces citizens to pay money

According to Giorgi Tevzadze - head of “International organization for the protection of prisoners and social welfare,” Police extorts money from citizens every day. He named concrete facts, among them the case of Mamuka Kekelya. Mr. Kekelia was arrested and forced to pay bribe - 60 Gel (equalling 30 $) for his release.

Unbearable conditions in Prison hospital

Elene Tevdoradze, Head of Parliamentary Committee on Human Rights is seriously concerned with conditions in Republican Prison Hospital. Tevdoradze frequently gets letters full of complaints from prisoners. “In prisoner Lomidze’s case - when he was not transferred to court, he died in prison. Situation is horrible, prisoners die”- declares Tevdoradze.
According to her, the hospital doesn’t get electric power already for two months and the doctors can not perform surgeries; occupants can not cook meals.

Only in January 2002 five prisoners died in hospital.

Investigation of Mskhvilidze case completed

Investigation in the case of ex-head of Penitentiary Department Zurab Mskhvilidze is completed. He was accused in carelessness and misuse of power. Case was transferred to Supreme Court. Criminal case was launched when in Ksani TB zone prisoner exploded bomb causing death of 6 others.

100 lawyers against Ignazio Irribaren
Members of National Association of Lawyers came up with demand that they plan to forward to the Prosecutor General. Lawyers demand to launch criminal case against head of AES-Telasi Ignazio Irribaren and his team who caused genocide of citizens of Tbilisi and this crime is punishable as defined in article 8 of Georgian penal code. Around 100 Lawyers signed the demand. 

Members of religions minorities plan to arrange protest 

demonstration

Members of religions minorities plan to arrange peaceful demonstration to protest violation of their rights. Decision was made during the meeting of various religious denominations. Recently Alliance of religious confessions was created and supported by many NGO’s. Alliance has presented Public Defender’s Office several protests against Ministry of Interior, Prosecutor’s Office, Court and central and local authorities who do nothing against attacks on representatives of religious minorities. According to them impunity is wide-spread in Georgia and investigation of cases where rights of religious minorities were violated are biased. 
Alliance consists of Baptists, Evangelists and members of other denominations.

Public and Government in Opposition

According to “Gea” agency, as public opinion survey shows - 63% of population believes that government does not care for public and only 2% believe it does. 48% declared that the citizens pay their dues. According to businessman Mamuka Khazaradze, these figures clearly show that Public and Government are in opposition. According to him, the situation is catastrophic and carries threat of conflict.

 “60 minutes” targeted
Another attack on Journalists; fortunately no victims; target-independent company Rustavi 2; Attack was carried out against the office of TV Program “60 minutes”; There was no one in the office when unknown suspects launched shootings from outside. Journalists of “60 minutes” had no expectations since no prior threats or anonymous phone calls were made against them.

 Law enforcers and “Rustavi 2” staff agreed on one point – it was not an accident, it was intent. Police launched investigation. 

Case of David Gelashvili considered by court

Investigation involving criminal case of David Gelashvili is completed. He is accused of fraudulent distortion of facts. Suspicions on Giorgi Sanaya murder were not proved so he will only face fraud charges. His lawyer protests the fact that he was not notified about the location of court hearing, even family members were not informed. Lawyer Giorgi Tevzadze declares that he only found out about the Court’s decision when visited Gelashvili in prison. As it turned out, Tevzadze was taken to court without notifying his lawyer. 

Case considered by judge Aleko Tagashvili was postponed.

Members of Parliament should have limited immunity

Elene Tedoradze, head of Human Right committee thinks that MP’s should have limited immunity. According to her MP’s have to have the immunity but not the way they do it now. According to her, when MP fights against police and high rank officials for defense of human rights it is right, but if corruption is shielded by immunity it is intolerable. During last few years Tevdoradze herself was protected by immunity or otherwise police could have dealt with her differently.

Kitovani saluted Kurashvili’s release

According to ex-Minister of Defense Tengiz Kitovani, the fact of charging Gujar Kurashvili - ex-head of ground troops in terrorist act perpetration against President Shevardnadze “was a shame”. Kitovani says that Kurashvili was innocent and his arrest was mistake.

General Kurashvili was arrested in May 1999 along with two other persons. He was accused in high treason, formation of illegal military gang and terrorist act perpetration. Court took into consideration only charges on conspiracy and sentenced Kurashvili 3 years of imprisonment. On February 22, 2002 he was released.  
Father of Kaladze praised new Minister of Interior 
Karlo Kaladze, father of kidnapped Levan Kaladze declared that during last 5 months he has not heard anything of his son who was kidnapped on May 23, 2001. Kaladze praised hard work of new Minister of Interrior Koba Narchemashvili noting that if former Minister would do his job similarly his son would have been home long ago. According to him kidnappers also did not contact Levan’s brother AC Milan’s international Kakha Kaladze. He also mentioned that during last contact kidnappers demanded ransom around 300 000 USD

Nine HIV positive prisoners in Georgia

Staff members of medical Department of Ministry of Justice and AIDS and Clinical Immunology are carrying out testing of prisoners on HIV. Tests are free of charge. 

According to Konstantine Turashvili, chief epidemiologist in Medical Department, On the 22 of February were tested prisoners of 5th  women Colony, 140 prisoners in total. 

Sajaia’s “suicide” blurb
According to official sources, on February 26, at 11. 30 a. m . the head of Security Council of Georgia, 60 years old Nugzar Sajaia “committed  suicide in his office.”
According to the statement, Sajaia’s suicide was protest caused by recent campaign against him in press. In his interview with the newspaper “Georgian Times “ ex-Minister of Defence Tengiz Kitovani declared, that Sajaia was homosexual.  
MP Boris Kakubava blamed Sajaia in committing all political assassinations that took place in past 8 years. Security Minister Valeri Khabursania anticipates that Russian intelligence services are behind the fact. 

Sajaia died on the way to Republican hospital. Criminal case on causes of committing a suicide was launched. Investigation proceeds.                    
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