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         “In the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of  securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the  general welfare in a democratic society”.

Article 29(2)
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
HRIDC against the War
Peace Action

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On March 6, 2003, the HRIDC, in cooperation with partner organizations and a number of artists and other representatives of culture, arranged a protest meeting in Tbilisi. Georgian society expressed their strong objection against the war in Iraq, showed support for the work of the UN peace mission in Iraq, and urged Georgia to stay away from having any involvement in this war. 
The action was planned for the front of the Parliament, but police did not allow peace activists access to the site and protesters removed themselves to the April 9 Square, where they sung anti-war songs and read lyrics by pop stars and popular poets of Georgia.   

Global Vigil for Peace

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On March 16, at 7 p.m. a peace action “Global Vigil for Peace” was held all over the world in over 130 countries. 

HRIDC joined this world effort to maintain peace and held a protest action in Tbilisi in the “Freedom” square. We were joined with several other NGOs.
The action began in New Zealand and quickly crossed the globe. "This is a global candlelight vigil to say yes to peace and no to war," said Ucha Nanuashvili, one of the organizers of the event.

HRIDC for Peace in the Caucasus

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On March 29 in the office of Ombudsman, HRIDC, in cooperation with partner organizations launched a new initiative “Peace Movement”. The struggle for peace continues and several NGOs and representatives of art and culture joined our initiative. The “Peace Movement” will extend its activities throughout the Caucasus, fighting against war, violence, intolerance and aggression.   

With this initiative HRIDC, expresses its attitude against war and supports peace activists around the world. We hope our effort will contribute in settling conflict and establishing peace in the region.

Chechen Refugee disappeared

PANKISI GORGE, GEORGIA - On February 12, 2003, Chechen refugee in Georgia, Adam Talalov, disappeared. He represented the Chechen republic Ichkeria in Georgia as a deputy. He supervised humanitarian aid for refugees and their accommodation. The 41 year old Chechen refuge went out of this home on February 12 and then disappeared. 

It is supposed that his “disappearance” is connected with the protection of the rights of Chechen refugees and political reasons (From the beginning of September 2002, during the so-called anti-terrorist measures conducted jointly by the Georgian Security Forces and the Ministry of Interior, refugees from Chechnya have been intimated and mistreated. 

On 20 September 2002, 25 y/o Hussein Yusupov was taken from a checkpoint within the Pankisi Gorge to the Anti-Terrorist Center of  the Ministry of Security of Georgia. He was kept there, without a court decision, for five days. Georgian authorities claim that he was released on 25th September, but since then he has been missing. 
Police Attacks Demonstrants

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On April 2, 2003 society - political union “Mdzleveli” was planning peaceful action in front of the parliament building, but the police and the special “group of Mgebrishvili” did not allow their gathering. Police dispersed the action and beat people, among which were journalists as well. 

According to the 25th article of Georgian constitution, every citizen of Georgia has right to gather in or out and demonstrate by peaceful means without arm. Georgian law regarding the “actions and demonstrations” says that the actions are allowed only in determined places; but special license is needed for the actions that involve locations near governmental buildings, which should be issued by the municipal governing body.

Juvenile Offender Blames Policeman in Beating
TBILISI, GEORGIA - 17 year old prisoner Nodar Svanidze, who was taken from temporary detention facility to the 5th jail of Tbilisi, states that he was beaten by police.

Svanidze was detained on the basis of burglary charges. He has leg injury as the result.

Injuries have been found on the body of 25 year old Bondo Kenkadze as well, who was detained in connection with robbery. Kenkadse had injury on his right hand.

General Prosecutor’s Office Exposed 142 Hidden Crimes

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The Prosecutor’s office has exposed 142 crimes hidden by the police, including murder and robbery – stated Badri Bitsadze, the deputy of General Prosecutor. According to Badri, it is pro-communist and corrupt practice when police do not register the crimes in order to pervert the collection of statistics. According to Bitsadze, police officials have not fulfilled the Interior Ministry’s order to improve the registering procedure.   

Georgian Man Sentenced to Death Penalty

TBILISI, GEORGIA - According to the information of MP Helen Tevdoradze, a Georgian man was given the death penalty in Sokhumi, Abkhazia. She considers this action outrageous. The existence of such a precedent in the country, where the death penalty is abolished, affirms that the constitution of the state does not work in the whole country.   

Former Soldiers Demands Amnesty

KUTAISI, GEORGIA - About 30 convicted former soldiers have gone on a hunger strike in the Geguti penitentiary facility demanding amnesty for prisoners such as themselves.

Last year, in different colonies, former soldiers went on a hunger strike in December requesting a pardon. After a promise from the government, they stopped their hunger strike, but the government did not keep their promise. 

Justice Ministry Registered the Decision of the Tbilisi City Council

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The information department of the Justice Ministry registered the decision of the Tbilisi City Council, which ensured the creation of a municipal school as a legal entity. According to this decision, the school director should be elected by school staff. The Justice ministry sent notes to the council that neither the municipality nor the council has a legal right to establish schools as legal entities. In addition, the mentioned decision contravenes educational law, according to which the right of appointing the school directors is the responsibility of the minister of Education.    

Eka Beselia demands to punish Maisuradze

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Advocate Eka Beselia is demanding to set responsibilities for the head of Tbilisi police, Levan Maisuradze, and also the head of the temporary detention cells, Petre Bichinashvili.  

According to the advocate, on February 25, she received the conclusion of experts regarding the injuries to the person of prisoner Sadalishvili. It affirms that torture with electricity was carried out. As the attorney states, Saliashvili was tortured in a pre-detention cell and forced to give evidence.

Advocate Demands for Psychical Expertise of Kereselidze

TBILISI, GEORGIA - TBILISI, GEORGIA - Eka Beselia, the attorney of Mikheil Kereselidze, (who has been blamed in the murder of Levan Tugushi), has demanded the expertise of Kereselidze. The former head of funding department of National Guard Mikheil Kereselidze, is blamed in the murder of Levan Tabagua, the head of administrative department of border defense. 

Levan Tabagua disappeared on January 10 and his corpse was found on January 18. 

Advocate Exposed Policeman in Torture of an Alleged Person

KUTAISI, GEORGIA - The police of Kutaisi detained Gocha Bregadze and Revaz Purtskhvanidze on February 28. According to the statement of their attorney Inga Kuprava, “they were tortured with electricity”.

Local Police chief Temur Nozadze says that the mentioned information is false.     

26 year old Giorgi Gabunashvili Committed Suicide

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On March 3, 2003, 26 year old Giorgi Babunashvili committed suicide in a pre-detention cell of the Interior Ministry. According to a statement by the head of the Interior Ministry’s General Inspection, Giorgi Gabinashvili had been sentenced to seven days imprisonment and only a day had been left until his release.

According to the conclusion of the experts, injuries were found on the corpse, but in the paper of the interrogation Babunashvili says that he had had these injuries before detention. The attorney of Babunashvili had not attended the process of writing the mentioned paper.

The prosecutor’s office of Mtatsminda-Krtsanisi has started the investigation into the fact. The General Prosecutor will supervise the investigation.    

Prisoner Was Tortured by the Police

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Kartlos Nakhalov, who was taken from Interior Ministry’s temporary detention isolator to the fifth jail of Tbilisi, states that he was tortured in the Didube-Chugureti police department.

After a doctor examined him, brown lines were found behind his ears, which are considered to be the trace of torture by electricity.

30 year old Nakhalov was being detained after being charged with murder. 

Tortured Citizen is Afraid of Naming his Identity

TBILISI, GEORGIA - “Law enforcement bodies did not understand the president’s statement, when he said that criminal offences will be investigated and exposed. Most of the policemen consider that crimes can be revealed only by  means of violations, beating, and electrical methods of torture”- states the head of Expert Center of the Justice Ministry Maia Nikoleishvili.

According to Maia, on March 5 she applied for the intervention of an expert with regards  a citizen beaten by the police; he preferred not to give his identity as he was afraid of the police. “Relying on the statement of the injured person, policemen menaced him by threatening death if he even tried to apply to an advocate or expert”.

The expert mentioned that she had never seen a person tortured like him. Experts took photos of injuries on his body.

Prisoner Wounded Himself with the Nail

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Nugzar Gvichiani, a prisoner of the fifth jail of Tbilisi, injured himself with a nail in his bottom. Prisoners often use this method of injuring themselves to get to the prison hospital as the conditions are much better there than in jails.   

Prisoners Detained During Making a Channel

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Convicts Vephkhia and Soso Drobisheks were detained while trying to escape from the strict regime of department #7. They were detained when digging a channel. The channel of two meter length had already been made when they were detained. An investigation has begun.

Constitutional Court Discussing One More Suit

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The Constitutional Court has discussed another case brought by the leader of the “Labour Party,” Shalva Natelashvili, regarding the new electricity rates. Despite the decision made by the Constitutional Court, the national commission of Georgia regulating the power supply did not execute its obligation and cut rates. That is why the Labour party again brought suit in the Constitutional Court against national commission of Georgia on February 24. As it is known, the rate on the electricity has been cut from 13,7 tetri to 12,2.  The Constitutional Court has not satisfied the request and left the same rates.                     

AES-Telas is Blamed in Violating the Rights of IDPs

TBILISI, GEORGIA - A striking committee of 5 600 IDPs inhabiting Tskneti, blames the AES – Telas in violating the rights of IDPs. According to the member of the committee Manana Tskhadadze, “USAID annually pays 67 200 lari to AES-Telas for the power supply of IDPs. However, IDPs are not supplied with the electricity.” 

A lobbyist for IDPs Lia Tsindeliani, stated that IDPs in Tskneti brought suit in Didube-Chugureti court, and the hearing will start in the near future.    

Inhabitants of Zugdidi are against Military Service

ZUGDIDI, GEORGIA - Conscripts from Zugdidi are escaping from military units.

“Parents of the soldiers told me that their sons in military units live in slum conditions and they are going to do something to release them from military service” stated the head of the conscripting department, Tamaz Japaridze.  

According to him, if the situation does not change, nobody will go to military service. 

The Statistics of Pre-detention Cells

TBILISI, GEORGIA - According to the data of February 2003, 17 prisoners were brought in with body injuries. The detainees blame policemen. Here are the facts as we know them:

Tsiklauri Tamazi was taken to the jail of the penitentiary department from a temporary detention isolator of the state department of Tbilisi police. According to him, he was injured by police when they arrested him. 

Nevrozashvili Gocha was taken to the jail of the penitentiary department from a temporary detention isolator of MIA. According to him, he had been injured by the police. 

Abkhazava Mamuka was taken to the jail from a temporary detention isolator. As he explains, he received his injuries by police from the department of Digomi. 

Kakashvii Nodari was taken to the jail by the traffic police department. He said that he had been beaten in the police department near the underground station of “Nadzaladevi”. 

Bebuchadze Archili was taken to jail from the Kutaisi temporary detention isolator. As he explains, he was beaten by police in Kutaisi department #2.

Jikia vepkhia was taken to jail from the Kutaisi temporary detention isolator. According to him, he was beaten in the jail.

Nikolaevi Sergei was taken to the jail of the penitentiary department from a temporary detention isolator of the state department of Tbilisi police. He says that he was injured during his arrest.

The prisoners will not name the policemen who violated their rights. 

The Convict Wounded Himself

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On March 20, 2003, 25 year old Viacheslav Kudukhov wounded himself in the tuberculosis treatment department for convicts. 

The injury was made on the eleventh rib and he was taken to the treatment department for prisoners. No threat is posed to his health now. Kudukhov was sentenced to 5 years imprisonment and was arrested in April 2000.

Three more Corpse is found in Tbilisi

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On March 20, 2003 the corpse of 42 year old George Mkhatadze was found in Agara Street, Adigeni district. 

The corpse of a 50 year old unidentified man was found in Vashlijvari and in Gldani district, the corpse of 20 year old Lali Bachanashvili was discovered. Police deny the possibility of murder. 

Assailants Have been Detained

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On March 23, 2003 the head of the Mtatsminda-Krtsanisi district court, Mamuka Songulashvili, sentenced to three months pre-trial imprisonment those people alleged to be involved in the kidnapping Zaza Jikia, son of Bondo Jikia, the president’s representative in Samegrelo-zemo Svanety. Tariel Kakatidze, Avtandil Dadiani, Guram Jobadze, Zviad Tomaradze and John Artmeladze were detained on March 21 in their house on Cholokashvili Street. The investigation department of the General Prosecutor’s office is investigating the facts of the kidnapping. 

The Prisoner Sewed his Mouth and Eyes

TBILISI, GEORGIA - In Tbilisi jail #5, Revaz Solomnishvili, sewed his mouth and eyes as a token of protest.

The convict has requested an impartial and objective investigation into his case. Revaz Solomnishvili was detained in 2003 blamed in the theft of a car. The case has been sent to the district court of Gurjaani for further discussion. 

Convict Committed Suicide in Jail #1

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On March 24, 2003, a convict hung himself in Tbilisi jail #1. He had been charged twice and was sentenced to 4 years imprisonment. He was detained in November 2001 for robbery.

Devdariani Brought Suit against Jikia

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The Ombudsman will appeal to the Tbilisi regional court to review the decision of the Mtatsminda-Krtsanisi court regarding the case of public defender Nana Devdariani and Military Prosecutor Gia Jikia, stated the attorney of Nana Devdariani Zviad Kordzadze.

By the means of the mass media, the public defender had blamed the military prosecutor in the falsification of documents, taking bribes, in using his authority for corruption, etc. Nana Devdariani considers the court decision of March 18 to be against journalists and freedom of expression.

Adequate Measures are taken to the Soldiers participating in the Incident on March 23

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On March 28, the Mtatsminda- Krtsanisi district court condemned soldiers taking part in the incident of 23rd March, when about 20 veteran soldiers attacked the Isani military division and disarmed them. David Martiashvili was the leader of the action. Veterans demanded an improvement in their social conditions. 

The General Prosecutor has started his investigation. 

Legal Proceeding between Labour Party and the President of Georgia has been Postponed

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Legal proceedings between the Labour Party and the president of Georgia regarding the privatization of healthcare facilities has been postponed. 

The judge demanded additional materials be submitted. According to the president’s statement on May 14, the restructuring process in medical facilities in Tbilisi will result in some facilities being closed and the property sold. 

On December 25, the head of the legal commission, Kakha Dzagnidze, submitted a statement to the regional court demanding the abolishment of the president’s statement. 

On January 8, the Tbilisi regional court abolished the president’s decision. The president of Georgia has challenged this decision in the Supreme Court. 

Juvenile Offender is Blamed in Murder

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The Mtatsminda-Krtsanisi court agreed to a three months pre-trial detention for those persons accused of the murder of Badri Petriashvili. They were taken to the fifth jail. The group consists of five persons, among whom there is 14 year old Irakli Mejirishvili. The group is accused of the attack on police lieutenant Malkhaz Utiashvili. The incident took place on January 3 in the street of “King Tamar”, during which assailants took the policeman’s pistol.  

The Rights of Mentally Disabled Persons are violated in Georgia

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Nana Shamlikashvili, born in Tbilisi in 1961 was adopted by Iakobashvili family from the city of  Kutaisi where she was growing up until the age of 19. In 1980 her adopted parents died and in 1983 Nana’s biological mother (who passed away later) and her brother, Mikheil Shamlikasvili, sold Nana’s flat in Kutaisi and used the money for their own business needs. From 1983 till 1987 Nana Iakobashvili lived in her brother’s flat in Tbilisi where she was exiled from by force (she was under physical and psychical pressure from her brother). 

During 1987-88 Nana Iakobashvili lived in her father’s flat located in Mukhiani First District in Tbilisi. Brother visited her almost every day being under the influence of alcohol, trying to hold somehow her flat in his possession. He insulted and physically abused her.

As the result the woman has undergone hard spiritual and psychological depression after which in 1993 she was taken to the hospital for mentally disabled. Mikheil Shamlikashvili used this situation in his favor and applied to the district court of the city “to declare his sister mentally disabled”. The court indeed declared Nana Iakobashvili mentally disabled and Mikheil Shamlikashvili has obtained power of attorney to be her guardian. 

According to her doctors Nana Iakobashvili has recovered and can now control her behavior, however she remains without place to stay and she is forced to live in the hospital of mentally disabled in Tbilisi. 

As for his brother Mikheil Shamlikashvili, he is in Georgia but his exact location is unknown. 

Person Accused in Nika Lomidze’s Murder Has Been Released

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Vake-Saburtalo district court has released David Mchedlidze under police surveillance. He is accused in murder of Nika Lomidze, financial manager of “AES-Telas”. 

30 year old Nika Lomidze was killed on August 14, 2002. Mchedlidze, accused in his homicide, was detained on October 25. According to the expertise, the bullet found in the pillow of the corpse was shot from Mchedlidze’s pistol. But according to the expertise based on the cigarette ashes, found on the place of crime and on the corpse’s hair, did not affirm his participation in this murder.  

Foreign Citizen Robbed

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Mtatsminda-Krtsanisi police of Tbilisi detained 20 year old Giorgi Kipiani and 21 year old Giorgi Imnadze. They had forcefully taken away the mobile phone of foreign citizen Stepan Spigeler who works as the consultant of the Center of Georgian Strategy and International Relations - states press-service of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 

(Media News)
Police Accused in Abuses

TBILISI, GEORGIA - 25 years old Malkhaz Giorgadze and 31 year old Daviod Gabaidze who were taken to he fifth jail, state that they were beaten in the police department. Giorgadze has wound on his right ear and Gabaidze has visible leg injury.

Giorgadze and Gabaidze were detained on April 9 along with their brothers on the basis of robbery charges. The administration of the fifth jail informed General Inspection of Internal affairs about prisoners’ statement. 

(Media News)
Prisoners On Hunger Strike in Khoni Colony

KHONI, GEORGIA - Hunger strike still continues in Khony Colony – the 9th facility of Penitentiary department of the Justice Ministry, which started on April 3. 

46 prisoners plead for immediate release. Their demand is to fulfill president’s statement delivered on September 2002, where he promised immediate review of their cases to speed up making the court decisions on them. 

Nowadays 99 convicts serve their time in Khoni colony. Many of them are the former workers of the administrative bodies. Some of them participated in Abkhazia war in 1992-93 and were even awarded for bravery. Now they are serving jail time for the crimes committed during post-war period.

Supreme Court Discussing the Case against Power Regulating National Commission

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Supreme Court is discussing the case of “Enguri-hydro power station” against Power Regulating National Commissio. The proceeding will state whether the European Bank of Reconstruction and Development will finance the rehabilitation activities of “Enguri-hydro power station” or not. 

European Bank stopped funding since PRNC reduced electricity rates by 30 %. Power Regulating National Commission reduced the rate of electricity generated by “Enguri-hydro power station” because of the statement of the Constitutional Court of Georgia; but its decision was not based on economic calculation and that’s why “Enguri-hydro power station” brought suit against Power Regulating National Commission. 

137 prisoners were taken to prison with bodily injuries in 2003

TBILISI, GEORGIA - 137 prisoners with bodily injuries were taken from temporary detention isolator of Interior Ministry to the penitentiary department from January 1 to April 1, in 2003. At the same time 5 accused persons were taken to the jail in violation of 72 hour pre-detention term – states media news based on the information supplied by the penitentiary department of the Ministry of Justice. 

Penitentiary department sends materials on each fact to the Prosecutor’s Office, where only 4 criminal cases were launched last year.  
Privacy of Georgian Citizens is Violated 

TBILISI, GEORGIA - “The right of confidentiality of private life, notes, mail and communication is restricted in Georgia. Law enforcement bodies violate constitution and the mentioned right of a citizen without a special license of the court” – says the annual report, 2002, written by bureau of human rights of US Dept. of State. 
It is mentioned as well that law enforcement bodies often control citizens’ phone talks without any sanction. According to the information of the office, several facts have been mentioned when the representatives of law enforcement bodies and taxing inspection entered the houses and working places without a special license.

Georgian police is criticized as well because of the frequency of stopping the vehicles with the purpose of making money through bribes.

Malnutrition – Cause for Tuberculosis

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Almost every kind of disease exists in penitentiary facilities but tuberculosis is especially wide-spreaded in prisons, the cause of which is cramped space and the nature of infection of this disease. 26 convicts died in 1995 and 6 – in 2002. The number of deaths has been decreased since anti tuberculosis program was launched in 1996 by the International Committee of the Red Cross.       

Approximately 800 prisoners are ill with Tuberculosis. malnutrition is believed to be the main factor that causes rapid spread of the disease. Finances allocated for prisoners’ feeding: 23 lari a month is determined for each convict. 

Suit Against school Director

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The leader of Georgian teachers’ independent trade union “Solidaroba” Manana Gurchumelidze brought suit against Kutaisi #13 school director Nana Lomtadze. Trade union blamed Lomtadze in corruption. “Solidaroba” demanded disclosure of financial documentation but in response they got refusal. According to the Administrative code of Georgia public information can not be classified . 

Prisoner is Beaten in the Jail

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Prisoner Levan Gomelauri was taken to Tbilisi Republic Hospital from the 5th jail on April 9, 2003. According to the information supplied by the head of the investigation service of penitentiary department Mikheil Pkhakadze, the convict was not beaten as stated by the relatives of Gomelauri. 

Relying on the statement of the prison physician, Gomelauri had high temperature for the last three months. 

Levan Gomelauri is charged for murder and is sentenced to 10 years of imprisonment. 

Prisoner is Beaten in the Police Department

TBILISI, GEORGIA - 33 year old prisoner was taken to the fifth jail from temporary detention isolator. Vasil Onophryshvili states that he was beaten in police department. The information was published by the press service of the penitentiary department. Onophryshvili was detained on April 2 on robbery charges. 

Chanturia Dismissed Three Judge

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The chairman of the Supreme Court Lado Chanturia has dismissed three judges: the judge of Rustavi - Ketevan Bakhtadze, the judge of Isani-Samgori district - Kamkhadze and Gardabani district judge Aleksandre Chkheidze. 

An investigating group of independent journalists – “60 minutes” transferred the material, gained by the hidden camera, which blamed Alexander Chkheidze, the chairman of Gardabani court, in bribery. He demanded 2 000$ for the release of a person.

New Boss for Prisons

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On April 22, 2003, Justice Minister Roland Giligashvili appointed Gigla Agulashvili at the position of the chairman of penitentiary department. Last week Paata Mkheidze was voluntarily dismissed from the position after his statement and was appointed at the position of director of the training center of Ministry of Justice. 

Convict Dies in the Colony 

KSANI, GEORGIA - On April 21, 2003, 47 year old convict Amiran Shioshvili died in Ksani penitentiary facility #7 which is the jail of strict regime. He suffered from heart attack. The prisoner was convicted in murder and was sentenced to 12 years imprisonment.

According to the information of media news gained from the Justice Ministry, 12 prisoners died in penitentiary system because of various illnesses. 
AIDS Tests are Conducted in Ksani Penitentiary Department

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On April 22, medical department of Justice Ministry with the Immunology Center of AIDS began testing convicts on HIV​​-HHHHinfection in Ksani penitentiary department # 7. Testing of prisoners and convicts on HIV​​-HHHHinfection took its start in December 2001.The following penitentiary facilities have been examined: Geguti and Avchala prisons, women’s penitentiary facility, Kutaisi #2 jail, Batumi #3 jail.

According to the results of the tests, 5 prisoners were infected with AIDS. 

For now total of 8 people were registered among the prisoners and convicts.  

Accused in murder opposes the sentence

ZUGDIDI, GEORGIA - Prisoner Denis Starigin stopped hunger strike action on the 14th day of protest in Zugdidi jail #4. The administration of the prison persuaded him to stop the action. 

28 year old Starigin is detained with murder charges. He considers that the charges are invalid and went on hunger strike to express his protest. The discussion of the case of Starigin will begin in the nearest future. The prisoner hopes that he will prove his innocence in Court of Law.  

Convicts Will have Right to Breath More Fresh Air

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On April 11, the bill introduced by the Human Rights Defense Committee of Parliament was discussed in the Committee. The bill refers to the changes of the law regarding the prisoners and ensures everyday walk of prisoners on the fresh air for an hour.   

The representatives of Human Rights NGOs supported the decision of the committee.

Legal Proceeding of Valeri Asatiani and “60 Minutes” has Been Postponed

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The discussion of the case of “60 Minutes” and former minister Valeri Asatiani has been postponed because of the absence of the sides. The house of cassation decided that the discussion will be aired on the state TV channel. In addition, the court considers starting legal proceeding without the representative of “60 Minutes” as the defendant does not come at the proceeding. 

Asatiani brought suit in the court after the convict Irakli Kereselidze accused him in murder on TV program “60 Minutes”. Valeri Asatiani demanded an apology and one million lari for moral compensation from the board of “Rustavi 2” TV program “60 Minutes”.  

According to the decision of Tbilisi district court, Irakli Kereselidze and “60 Minutes” should apologize for the accusation stated against Asatiani. In addition, the court imposed 50 000 lari for moral compensation. 

The sides appealed to the Supreme Court as they were not satisfied with the decision of the court. 

Valeri Asatiani, who was accused in participating in murder of two persons, demands one million lari instead of 50 000, whereas Kereselidze considers courts decision in favor of Asatiani unjustified.   

Attack on Journalist of “Akhali Taoba”
TBILISI, GEORGIA - One more attack on journalist took place in Tbilisi. Three unidentified persons attacked the journalist of the newspaper “Akhali Taoba” Leila Dvalidze in Vazisubani district at 11p.m. The assailants took away her bag where besides tape recorder, money and other possessions were materials regarding the case of L.T.D. “Saktsigni” and joint stock company “Printing Enterprise”. 

Isani-Samgori police launched the investigation of the incident. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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