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     “Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and the full development of his personality is possible”

.
Article 29(1)
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
          Database on the Rights of the Child in Georgia
TBILISI, GEORGIA - HRIDC is creating a child rights database that aims to included information on Georgian non-governmental organizations working in the field of child rights protection. Online version of a database will be available  at the web-site on child rights. 
If you are interested to be included please contact us.

Situation in Military Units

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The public is unaware of the current state of affairs in the military. Military units are closed and inaccessible for monitoring and public control. This lack of transparency causes the spread of false information and leads to the weakness of the military forces. 

Young people avoid compulsory military service. This is partly due to very bad conditions in the military – not only economically, but also the tradition of “Dedovshina”. As a result, conscripts avoid joining the army and are forcibly recruited. In many cases, they flee from their military units and become deserters, wanted by the government. In Georgia more than 200 people are imprisoned in November 2002 because of desertion or draft evasion.

According to official data of the Ministry of Defence there were 1746 deserters in year 2000 and 1334 in 2001.

The Military Prosecutor’s Offices have filed 113 criminal cases on homicide or attempted homicide since 1994. 35 criminal cases were launched in Military between 1994-2001 on murder charges, and 113 on attempts to murder. 148 military servants died in Georgia in peaceful times. 
Civil monitoring will be carried out in particular military units. The low educational level of many officers is an additional obstacle to the prevention of desertion from the army. Frequently, unprofessional people that lack basic education occupy key positions in army units. 

Human Rights Information and Documentation Center is going to hold seminars, trainings, and conferences for people and organizations interested in the protection of military servants.  
1092 Soldiers Left Georgian Army Deliberately

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Over 1,092 soldiers left the Georgian army deliberately in 2002. This alarming number unfortunately reflects a sober reality. President Shevardnadze has declared amnesty twice for deserters but just one-third returned to the army.
According to a Georgian law adopted in 2002, an alternative service offers a man after paying 200 Gel, to be temporary freed from conscription. It was considered that these funds could contribute substantially to the Georgian army coffers, and to improve the conditions of conscripts, but only 250 000 Gel was received instead of the planned 12 million Gel, that should had been paid by those people who tried to avoid compulsory military service. 

Detainees Should be Informed about Their Rights Immediately after Detention

TBILISI, GEORGIA - In cases of detention the police should immediately inform the detainee about his/her rights i.e. that he/she has the right to remain silent and to call for an attorney. Police used to do this after 12 hours of detention, and in this period, a detainee is often subject to torture. 
On January 29, 2003, the constitutional court abolished article #72 of the procedural code which permits this delay, recognizing it as anti-constitutional. In addition, the court abolished that article of the criminal code according which states that a detainee can only meet the attorney for an hour and then after eight hours of interrogation. From now on, the relationship between the alleged criminal and the attorney will not be limited. 
Raid of Demonstration

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On February 2, 2003, a demonstration by supporters of ex-President Zviad Gamsakhurdia in front of the Georgian parliament was disbanded by the special group led by Temur Mgebrishvili. According to the newspaper “Akhali Taoba”, this raid was approved by the head of leading party Citizens’ Union, Vitali Khazaradze. He stated that he was unable to work as the loud noise entered his cabinet offices.

The head of Tbilisi police, Maisuradze, attended the raid as well. According to his statement, no-one is allowed to hold a meeting in front of parliament without the permission of the city municipality. He said that if supporters of the former president wanted to hold a meeting in front of parliament building they should either receive permission from the city municipality or hold it instead in Vake Park or other places where special permission is not necessary. 
It should be mentioned as well that two demonstrators had been detained.  
Security Ministry trying to Ratify New Bill

TBILISI, GEORGIA - A new Security Ministry bill on the “prevention and ban of extremist organizations, unions and those under the foreign control” was released on February 28, 2003. This bill precludes the possibility of the freedom of expression in Georgia and hinders the activities of all independent organizations, though the ministry claims to be merely dealing “with the enemies of the society”. 

Unfortunately the authors of the draft law forgot to define Georgian interests, objectives and criteria. 

The bill indicates that registration is possible only with Supreme Court and Constitutional Court approval, though it is mentioned that a decision might be prosecuted under Georgian legislation regulations. But such regulations do not exist in the country as the decision of the Supreme Court is final. The authors mentioned cynically “Go to Strasbourg” but before that time they are forbidden to take part in public activities, to arrange meetings, actions or demonstrations as well as to participate in elections, in referendums, or to use the mass media (article 8.8.) and their property is in the hands of the state treasury (8.9). 

In case of the annulment of the aforementioned decision, the state is obliged to compensate the injured (art.11.2). But how this will be implemented is not clear. 

The bill is full of these kinds of statements and is in total conflict with the constitution and international law. 

Some consider that this bill will prevent the activities of certain organizations, the mass media, and of political parties, and “ensure successful” elections in the future.

We hope that there is no any chance for its ratification, though it will take a concerted effort by both the Georgian and international communities to ensure its demise. 
The Number of Juvenile Criminals increased in Kvemo Kartli

RUSTAVI, GEORGIA - The number of crimes registered in Kvemo Kartli by the juvenile inspection unit has increased in 2002 compared with recent years. According to a statement by Aleksandre Bukia, the head of regional police, 62 juvenile offenders were detained in 2002 - 38 more than in 2001. They committed 58 crimes - 24 more than in 2001. The most alarming fact is the nature of the crimes: 4 - homicide, 3 –depredation, 3 – plunder, 2 – rape, 39 – robbery.

Homicide of the Manager of “AES Telas”

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The mother of the manager of “AES Telas,” Nika Lomidze, who was killed in the summer of 2002, has asked Helen Tevdoradze (ex-head of the Parliamentary Human Rights Committee) for help. According to Tevdoradze, Lominadze’s mother, who has just arrived from Turkey, asked her to apply to the General Prosecutor’s office of Georgia because the person accused of Nika’s homicide is not guilty. 
Tevdoradze has already applied to the General Prosecutor’s Office with a special letter of request to investigate this homicide objectively. According to Tevdoradze, new evidence regarding the homicide, which had appeared in the process of the investigation, has been sent for expert analysis in the USA. 

Sharadze Claims for Expertise

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The regional Court of Tbilisi began its discussion of the suit brought by Guram Sharadze against Levan Ramishvili, a member of the NGO “Liberty Institute”.  

Guram Sharadze brought an action of libel against Ramishvili on July 19, 2002 because of a statement made in “Kurieri” on TV Company “Rustavi 2”, where he blamed Sharadze for stirring up religious hatred.

The Journalist is Beaten
TBILISI, GEORGIA - Malkhaz Khvedeliani has been detained for hooliganism by the investigation department of Gldani-Nadzaladevi police. The alleged is one of the witnesses in the case of Sanaia’s homicide. This information was spread by Temur Anjaparidze, head of Gldani-Nadzaladevi police.
Akhvlediani is alleged of hooliganism in relation to a journalist of “Rustavi 2,” Tiko Peikrishvili, on February 4, near the court of Gldani-Nadzaladevi. The violence took place when she tried to interview him. Tiko Peikrishvili was interrogated as well as the claimant. 

The President of “Georgian Times” Is Threatened to Destroy His Family

TBILISI, GEORGIA - According the president of “The Georgian Times” Malkhaz Guliashvili, one high-ranking member of government is posing a threat to his family. Guliashvili does not name the person, but says that the problem started following the publication of an article about violations in legislative system. 
Threats to journalists of the “Georgian Times” are common but the threat to family members – his two little children - is occurring for the first time.

Prisoner Declared Fast

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On February 11, 24 year old 4th prison inmate Giga Balavadze, who was detained for carrying a weapon illegally and injuring the property of others, has begun a fast. Balavadze considers that he is being detained illegally and is calling for his release.

Defendant in Jail #5 Has Gone On Hunger-strike

TBILISI, GEORGIA - It has already been 19 days since defendant, Tamaz Tsiklauri, has been on a hunger-strike in jail #5. His physical state is now alarming.
Tamaz Tsiklauri was detained by the police on February 1 at a demonstration of supporters of the former president, Zviad Gamsakhurdia. He was charged with resistance to law enforcement bodies and was sentenced to three months pre-detention by Mtatsminda-Krtsanisi District Court, Tbilisi.
As some of the NGOs declare, Tamaz Tsiklauri is “a conscience prisoner” and should be released.

Prisoners Blaming Policemen in Beating

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Nineteen year old Merab Gelashvili states that he was beaten by the police of the Interior Ministry’s fourth department of Vake-Saburtalo. While moving to the fifth jail of Tbilisi, the prisoner was examined by the doctor, revealing injuries to his back and ear. 
Twenty-eight year old Avto Korolilidze-Tsiklauri was also injured by police. He was taken to the fifth jail from a temporary detention isolator on February 11. The injuries were to his forehead, eyes, nose and back. 

This information was delivered to the General Inspection Unit of the Interior Ministry by the administration of the fifth jail.

Child is Kidnapped

ZESTAPONI, GEORGIA - Twelve year old Giorgi Sardanadze has been kidnapped in Zestaponi. He is the son of oil businessman Giorgi Sardanadze. Kidnappers have not been in touch with the parents yet. Taking into account that Giorgi Sardanadze is the son of a businessman, it is considered that the kidnappers will try to extract ransom payments.  

Policeman Killed 17 Year Old

TBILISI, GEORGIA - On February 20, in Tsinamdzgrishvili Street(Tbilisi) during a quarrel, 17 year old Aleksander Mejirishvili, was killed. The murder was committed by a policeman. The policeman has confessed to the fact. According to his statement, the policeman was trying to defend himself and shot only when repelling the attack. Relatives and eye witnesses deny this. 

This is the second crime by police during a two day period. The first murder took place on February 18, in Dadiani Street, where the district inspector killed a member of Security Department of Abkhazia. 

Legal Proceeding Regarding Sanaia’s killing to be shown on TV

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Legal proceedings of the case of Grigol Khurtsilava regarding the killing of “Rustavi 2” journalist Giorgi Sanaia, will be shown on TV by the state television company of Georgia, declared judge Nana Gugunashvili. The judge is yet to decide on the involvement of “Rustavi 2” in the process. 

Kvachantiradze has Been Released on Bail

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The judge of the regional court has released Koba Kvachantoradze on bail. He was sentenced to three months preliminary detention by the head of Vake-Saburtalo court, Mamuka Nozadze. Kvachantiradze is blamed in the armed attack that took place on February 3 on the office of the “New Right Wingers”. 
Experts from the Council of Europe 

Concerned over the Rights of Jehovah’s Witnesses

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The monitoring group of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe was received by the chairperson of the parliamentary committee of human rights Nana Bichiashvili, where they spoke about religious extremism. 
According to the chairperson of the committee, members of the monitoring group voiced their concern regarding the case of Jehovah’s Witnesses being attacked and injured and also damage to their meeting places. 
According to Bichiashvili, “representatives of the European Council are interested in the standards regulating to the rights of religious minorities and what is being done to prevent further attacks. Members of the monitoring group consider that representatives of different confessional groups have the right to have a place to meet.” 

Supreme Court of Georgia Studying Un-discussed Cases

TBILISI, GEORGIA - Working groups have been created in the Supreme Court to study legal cases in common courts that did not reach to the Supreme Court, but perhaps should have. Working groups will study the use of preventive activities; prolonging the term of detention; the corruptive and other criminal activities regarding the reaction to the verdict, etc. The final evaluations of the group will be shared among the judges. 

Commission Studying the Situation of Adults

TBILISI, GEORGIA - A medical, pedagogical and psychological commission in Tbilisi - complete with 12 different kinds of physicians - has arranged for a three day monitoring process in the colony of Avchala and in the Gldani Center to ascertain the physical and psychological abilities of children. 
According to the members of the commission, the physicians will investigate the impact of exposure to convicted adults of the juveniles. 

Illegal Items Found in Prison Hospital

TBILISI, GEORGIA - When checking the prison hospital, the Penitentiary department discovered lots of items which are not permitted. No incident followed the search process, where there are approximately 300 prisoners and convicts. 

There were mobile phones, knives, and other weapons, which are banned in prison. The search was conducted by members of the department without the help of a special group. According to a statement by the Justice Minister, the penitentiary department started large scale investigations on January 25. The search was conducted in Rustavi department #1and #2, in Kutaisi jail and in Geguti colony. After the search Ramaz Ninua, the public defender’s assistant visited the prisoners. He said that no incidents occurred during the searches.

General Prosecutor claiming for checking the pre-detention jails

TBILISI, GEORGIA - According to Nugzar Gabrichidze, prisoners taken from pre-detention cells into prisons often have injuries to their bodies, pointing to illegal treatment at the hands of police. The General Prosecutor has announced that the Justice Ministry has begun to register these kinds of facts, though it has not been followed up by any action from law enforcement bodies. According to the General Prosecutor, police often treat citizens illegally. 108 persons were detained illegally last year for drug consumption. After examining these cases, it was determined that none of them was actually under the influence of drugs and they were released.  
According to the information of the prosecutor of Tbilisi, two prosecutors every day check pre-detention cells of the Interior Ministry’s Tbilisi departments

130 Crimes Against Foreigners Have Been Registered
TBILISI, GEORGIA - 130 crimes were committed against foreigners in 2002. 52 cases have been exposed, stated Badri Bitsadze, the Deputy General Persecutor.
According to Bitsadze, the criminals who kidnapped Spanish businessmen, Antonio Tremini and Fransisco Rodriges in 2000, and British businessman, Peter Snow in 2002, have not been detained as yet. Several citizens of Georgia have been held hostage.

Injured People Denied Their Statement

TBILISI, GEORGIA - The police will not initiate a criminal case against Gori policemen, though Ombudsperson Nana Devdariani is determined to punish them. 
The assistant of public defender Ramaz Ninua stated: “On January 22, inhabitants of Gori, namely, Edisherashvili, Kareli and Somkhishvili, were blaming Gori policemen for physically injuring them.” 

According to information received by Ninua, the head of General Inspection of the Interior Ministry, Davit Kinkolava, is saying that the investigation will not begin as Somkhishvili, Kareli and Edisherashvili now deny being beating by police. 
“We see this kind of practice quite frequently. The victims of police brutality often apply to us, but then afterwards when we start an investigation, they withdraw their statements. They are either menaced or are given bribes,” declared Ninua.

4th Riga Summer School on Human Rights and their Implementation: European and Baltic experiences

August, 2003

During the period of two weeks participants will be introduced with the basic aspects of international and European human rights law, including the general introduction to the United Nations human rights system, and with particular emphasis on the European human rights system, including jurisprudence and the latest developments in the European Court of Human Rights, the work of the Committee of Experts under the European Social Charter, Framework Convention on the Protection of National Minorities, as well as human rights within the European Union and the Organisation for the Security and Co-operation in Europe. The course is orientated towards practical work, thus in addition to the lectures students spend a lot of time on case studies prepared by the lecturers. For the first time of the summer school program includes also the moot court competition in the European Court of Human Rights.

In addition to academic studies, the participants will visit the governmental and the leading non-governmental institutions, which are essential for securing the rule of law and promotion and protection of human rights in Latvia, for example, the Constitutional Court, the Saeima (Parliament of Latvia), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, National Human Rights Office, the Latvian Center for Human Rights and Ethnic Studies and Riga Graduate School of Law.

Lectures and seminars will be conducted by Latvian experts - Dr.iur. Ineta Ziemele (Cambridge, UK), Dr.iur.cand. Gita Feldhune (Budapest, Hungary), LL.M. Martins Mits (Nottingham, UK), as well as international experts from Institute for Human Rights of the Abo Akademi University (Finland) and Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law at Lund University (Sweden).

Level: graduate, professional 

Location: Riga, Latvia 

Participants: lawyers and graduate law students coming from the former USSR including the Baltic states who work in the field of human rights or study human rights. 

Tuition, fee, lodging: Please contact the organisers for further details. 

Contact Information:
Oskars Galanders
Human Rights Institute
Faculty of Law, University of Latvia
19 Raina blvd.
Riga, LV-1586
LATVIA
Tel: +371 7034558
Fax: +371 7034559
E-mail: lci@lanet.lv
Web: http://www.humanrights.lv 

Humanitarian Aid: Principles & Practice

11–13 July 2003

In emergency situations aid workers are frequently confronted with difficult questions about minimum standards, humanitarian law and the longer-term impacts of their work. This course provides current or prospective field workers with up-to-date information on topics they need to know about. 

Topics are 1. The Nature of Emergencies; 2. Humanitarian Law; 3. Actors in Emergencies. 

The methodology uses a variety of participatory training methods such as case studies, simulation exercises, problem-solving activities and group discussions, along with formal presentations. Throughout the course, participants are encouraged to share ideas and discuss issues arising from their own experiences through group discussion and presentations.

Level: professional

Location: London, United Kingdom 

Participants: both experienced aid workers and those who are interested in working overseas. 

Tuition, fee, lodging: £ 175 individuals / £ 225 organisations (without accommodation); £ 225 individuals / £ 275 organisations (with accommodation). The fees include meals, course materials and tuition fees. 

Contact Information:
International Health Exchange
134 Lower Marsh
London SE1 7AE
UNITED KINGDOM
Tel: +44 (0)171 620 3333
Fax. +44 (0)171 620 2277
E-mail: info@ihe.org.uk
Web: http://www.ihe.org.uk
Advanced Course on the International Protection of Human Rights

18-29 August 2003

The course aims at providing a profound insight into, and analysis of, the system of international human rights protection in the light of contemporary problems and relevant case law. The course is composed of lectures, case studies in working-groups, seminars and individual essays. Those who complete the course successfully will be awarded a Diploma (equivalent to 4 Finnish credits or 6 ECTS). 

Level: graduate, professional 

Location: Åbo, Finland 

Participants: The number of participants is limited to a maximum of 25. Admittance presupposes, as a general rule, a law degree (or equivalent) and a good basic knowledge of human rights law. Practical experience in the field of human rights, publications and previous participation in special human rights courses are considered a merit. Applicants should complete the attached form, include separate letters of reference and return the application form to the Institute for Human Rights at the address below. 

Tuition, fee, lodging: The course fee, which includes lodging, written materials, and two receptions, is 4,200 FIM (approx. 706 ECU). For those not requiring lodging, the fee is 3,000 FIM. More details will be made available in November 2002. 

Contact Information:
Ms Johanna Bondas 
Institute for Human Rights, Åbo Akademi University 
Gezeliusgatan 2 
FIN–20500 Turku/Åbo
FINLAND 
Tel. +358–2–215 4713
Fax. +358–2–215 4699
E-mail: johanna.bondas@abo.fi 
Web: http://www.abo.fi/instut/imr/
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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