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"Evryone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits".
 Article 27.1 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

To visit the archive of the past issues of Bulletin: http://www.hridc.org
NGOS’S were not allowed in jails of Adjara

TBILISI, GEORGIA -  The members of the Independent NGO Monitoring Council of the Ministry of Justice began their visits to penitentiary facilities on September 23. Members of the council had intended to enter the prison of Security Ministry in Batumi where convict Tengiz Asanidze is being detained illegally but were prevented. According to the chairman of the NGO Former Political Prisoners for Human Rights, Nana Kakabadze, prisoners’ rights are being violated in this penitentiary. 

Tengiz Asanidze was detained after being accused of perpetrating an act of terrorism against Aslan Abashidze, the Chairman of the Supreme Council of the Autonomous Republic of Adjara, though this act had not taken place.

Despite the fact that the President of Georgia granted him a pardon, Asanidze is still being detained illegally.  

Peter Shaw and Father Basil are alive

TBILISI, GEORGIA -  Interior Minister Koba Narchemashvili has issued a statement saying that Peter Shaw and Father Basil Machitadze – who were taken hostage for several months ago - are alive and well and their lives are not in danger. 

Unofficial information suggests that government authorities are involved in their kidnapping.


British citizen Peter Shaw was freed on November 6 in Akhmeta district, where Pankisi gorge is located.  As a result of the gunfight between the kidnappers and the police one criminal died and several were wounded, some of them could escape.
Law enforcers do not specify the details of the operation. Koba Narchemashvili, Georgian Interior Minister did not ruled out that some of the kidnappers are former policemen. 

British citizen, co-director of the Agro-Business Bank was abducted in Tbilisi on June 18 by the seven gunmen.

Extremist Organization “Cross” Attacked on the House of Jehovah’s Witnesses

RUSTAVI, GEORGIA -  Twelve members of the extremist organization “CROSS” lead by Paata Bleashvili, attacked a house of Jehovah’s Witnesses living in Rustavi on David Gareji Street #6. Members of the religious group were injured them and 28 religious books were stolen. The investigating department of Rustavi is looking into the matter.

Violence against religious minorities is becoming more frequent but the government does nothing to prevent it. 

Policeman is exposed in hiding the crime

KUTAISI, GEORGIA -  Zurab Chitaia, the chairman of Internal Affairs department of Autokarkhana district of Kutaisi, was exposed in hiding the fact of taking off the tunnels from auto factory. He removed from the register the mentioned criminal fact. As the prosecutor’s office began the investigation on the case, one more crime has been exposed. He tortured Bregadze and Bochorishvili and exceeded his office duties.

It’s notable, that criminal policemen are seldom punished. And if it takes place, only low rank policemen are punished. 

Advocate Blames Policemen in Human Rights Violation

TBILISI, GEORGIA -  Advocate Eka Beselia blames policemen for violating the human rights of Giorgi Bakhtadze, Gia Dadishkeliani and several others who were detained on Khipshidze Street, in Tbilisi, near the marble processing shop on October 14. According to her information, a policemen accused them of stealing money from workers. 

Beselia states that the detainees had no contact with the aforementioned people and were provoked by the policemen and were subjected to psychological and physical pressure.

Policeman Pursues Pizul Bairamov

TBILISI, GEORGIA -  Tbilisi Regional Appellative Court head Avto Kobakhidze gave as his verdict a sentence of life imprisonment for Pisuli Bairamovi, who had been accused of the murder of 16 year old Bairam Bairamovi during a robbery. The Supreme Court has set a term of nine years imprisonment for robbery/homicide cases and has called for an investigation into the verdict. Eka Beselia, the attorney of the convict, also does not agree with the verdict and has called on the Appellative Court to discharge her client forthwith. She states that this case was well “stitched” by authorities in the Internal Affairs Ministry. The attorney blamed one high representative in particular - Pridon Kenkebashvili. 

On October 15, 2002, however, the Regional Appellative Court upheld the verdict, refusing to take into account any new evidence in support of the accused. Bairamovi’s attorney calls the above-mentioned verdict the judgment of a frightened court. She considers that the Regional Appellative Court, headed by Avto Kobakhidze, share responsibility for the crime committed by the aforementioned high ranking official of Internal Affairs Ministry.

Statistic of Penitentiary Department

TBILISI, GEORGIA -  According to the data supplied by the Chairman of the Penitentiary Department, Paata Mkhidze, 148 officers of the Justice Ministry and over 209 police have been dismissed this year. At a conference held on October 15, Mkheidze spoke out about the hard social conditions in Penitentiary establishments. He also made reference to the low wages of policemen. 

According to Mkhidze, the penitentiary department asked for only 30million GEL (14 million US Dollars) in their budget but the Justice Ministry shrank this to 18 million GEL (8 million US Dollars) and the Ministry of Finance is going to reduce it further to 14 million GEL (5 million US Dollars). 

According to the information supplied by Mkheidze, 16 convicts have died in the Penitentiary department’s facilities.

Pardon Commission Studies 268 cases of Military Prisoners

TBILISI, GEORGIA -  The Pardon Commission has asked the Justice Ministry for information concerning 268 military prisoners. At first the list of prisoners to be pardoned totalled 600 men, but some had false documents and the list was reduced to 268.

“The process of pardon for each individual will be discussed separately” said the head of the Pardon Commission Otar Gordeladze. According to Gordeladze, the Commission will study the information made available by the Justice Ministry and then send their recommendation to the Internal Affairs Ministry for conclusion. 

This year Georgian President Shevardnadze released three Military prisoners without the agreement of the Pardon commission. They were leaders of criminal organization “Mkhedrioni” and were blamed in organizing terrorist acts.

At the same time, more then 20 political prisoners, supporters of former president Gamsakhurdia, are still imprisoned. 

Chief Military Prosecutor against the Ombudsperson

TBILISI, GEORGIA -  Chief Military Prosecutor Giorgi Jikia has brought a suit against Ombudsperson Nana Devdariani. Jikia has already applied to the Mtatsminda-Krtsanisi court regarding the insults he has suffered to his dignity and reputation and seeks compensation for these libelous accusations. According Jikia, in the Summer of 2002, Devdariani accused him of arms trafficking. 

Demand for Impeachment

TBILISI, GEORGIA -  Nana Devdariani, Ombudsperson of Georgia has demanded the impeachment of the General Prosecutor of Georgia Nugzar Gabrichidze because of the extradition of Chechen prisoners to the Russian federation. The General prosecutor considers the demand to be senseless and that the issue of impeachment should be considered only if the constitution had been violated or a crime committed. 

Gabrichidze says that the extradition of five Chechens was done in the framework of the law. The General Prosecutor’s office has submitted its report to the Justice Ministry and will forward their conclusion to the Court of Europe.

Chechen Detainees Were Beaten

TBILISI, GEORGIA -  The head of the International Organization of Human Rights Defence and Security, Giorgi Tevzadze, met with Chechen detainees in the penitentiary jail #5. The detainees declared that they were beaten on October 10 and physically injured. According to Tevzadze, Chechen detainees denied that they had fought on the side of Abkhazian separatists. The head of the Chechen-Ingushetia sector of “Caucasian House,” Meka Dishneli, says that Chechen warriors prefer to be shot in Georgia than extradited in Russia. Five of the 13 Chechens arrested on Russian border at the beginning of August were extradited to Russia on October 4. Russia is currently asking for the extradition of the eight other Chechen detainees.

Attack on the NGO

TBILISI, GEORGIA -  On October 16, 2002 an unidentified person attacked the NGO “Prisoners Brotherhood” premises, and stole the files related to the case of a Georgian citizen, Robison Margoshvili, who is being defended by Mrs. Lali Aptsiauri, the president of “Prisoners Brotherhood”. Mr. Margoshvili is part of a group of 13 Chechens arrested on August 3-5 by a Georgian boarder-guard who were suspected by Russian authorities of supporting Chechen rebel groups. Five of them were extradited to Russia on October 4. Russia is currently asking for the extradition of the eight other Chechen detainees, including Mr. Margoshvili.

These extraditions were denounced by human rights activists because of the risk faced by Chechen prisoners in Russia, especially with regards to their right to life and physical integrity. There is a fear that this attack may be linked to the work of “Prisoners Brotherhood” and its position against these extraditions.

The Mtatsminda-Krtsanisi police department of Tbilisi has begun its investigation.

Priest violating Human Rights
TBILISI, GEORGIA -  Anna Lemeshko-Bardzimashvili and her family were moved to #3 Dolidze (former Zandukeli) Street, Tbilisi, Georgia, in an isolated flat, where they lived quietly for 20 years until the May of 1996.

On the September 14, 1992, she privatized all that legally belonged to her. The family of Gofmanski-Berderashvili, who occupied the adjoining flat, also privatized what belonged to them. Gofmaniski-berderashvili then sold their flat to M. Ninoshvili and left for Israel. M. Ninoshvili resold the flat to A. Tsurtsumia and from Tsurtsumia this flat was bought by the priest of the Church Kashveti (Georgian Orthodox), Elizbar Odishvili. The flat was registered in his wife’s name - N. Razmadze - on May 13, 1996.

Having already several flats in Tbilisi and having purchased a new flat at the mentioned house, E. Odiashvili widened his property at the expense of Anna’s flat.

“Odishvili decided to open a passage through my flat on my balcony and has tried to prove that the corridor was a ‘common use’ area at some time in the past”, says Mrs. Bardzimashvili. His wife - N. Razmadze – has also begun a campaign of provocation, including blackmail and the most humiliating of insults.

The priest verbally attacked the many journalists who supported and protected Anna, claiming on December 10, 1999 that they knew nothing of the situation. Priest Odishvili had not only burst into Brdzimashvili’s flat but also insulted the family repeatedly. He has also created the conditions for the arrest of Brdzimashvili’s son-in-law and has made personal threats against her daughter. In February 15, 2000, he even organized a physical attack on Anna and her son-in-law.

The priest, his son, and his wife, beat Anna’s son-in law Roman Davlasheridze. The Department of the Ministry of Interior Affairs of the Mtatsminda region is aware of the situation. 

More than the once priest has declared himself to be of the “elite” class and that his parish church is “strong” and “all-powerful”. The priest uses his self-proclaimed “elite” classification to try and influence the court’s decision and has called on members of his congregation to come to the trial where they loudly curse Anna and her family members. Threatening phone calls have not stopped. Anna’s grandson was also threatened with the placing of illegal drugs on his person – then they would call for his arrest. If no measures taken soon an irretrievable tragedy may take place”.
According to Kara Bardzimashvili, several influential government officials such as MP Niko Lekishvili, Chief of the Intelligence Department Avtandil Ioseliani, Tbilisi Mayor Vano Zodelava, Head of a Parliament Nino Burjanadze are members of Father Elizbar's parish.

Veto for Patriarchate over all Church Building, Religious Literature, "Worship Items", Broadcasting and Publishing

Minority faiths and human rights activists have expressed fears over a provision of the agreement between the Georgian Orthodox Patriarchate and the state giving the Patriarchate a veto on which other religious communities can call themselves Churches and which can produce items used in worship, build churches and publish religious literature. It is feared that this will be used against religious minorities in Georgia, who are the victims of continuing violent attacks. For example, no churches of any sort can now either be planned or built without the Patriarchate's permission. Other controversial provisions granted to the Patriarchate include immunity from prosecution, a veto over religious education in schools and Orthodox advantages in restitution of confiscated religious property.

Veto for Patriarchate over all Church Building and Religious Literature
by Felix Corley, Keston News Service

Some minority faiths and human rights activists have expressed their fears over a provision of the newly-approved agreement between the Georgian Orthodox Patriarchate and the state which gives the Patriarchate a veto on which other religious communities can call themselves Churches and which can produce items used in worship, build churches and publish religious literature. "This is a dangerous and anti-democratic provision. There are five other Orthodox jurisdictions in Georgia - they will be the prime victims of this," Levan Ramishvili, director of the Tbilisi-based human rights group the Liberty Institute, told Keston News Service on 22 October. "But it could be used against other groups too."

The constitutional agreement, or concordat, was signed by Patriarch Ilya and Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze in Mtskheta on 14 October. The agreement was approved, as required, by the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church on 17 October. Parliament ratified the agreement on 22 October with 203 votes in favour and one against, allowing the agreement to come into force. Parliament will now have to draw up laws to enact the provisions of the agreement.

The text was published in the state newspaper Sakartvelos Respublika (Republic of Georgia) on 15 October. 

The controversial Patriarchate monopoly comes in Article 6 part 6 of the agreement, a provision that was inserted at the last minute by the Orthodox and which took many people by surprise when it first became known when the final text of the agreement was published. "With the consent of the Church, the State issues permits or licenses for the use of official symbols and terminology of the Church, as well as for the production, import and distribution of worship items," the article declares.

An appendix to the agreement which defines terminology gives extremely broad definitions of "worship items" that will require the Patriarchate's approval before they can be produced by other religious communities.

These include "churches, monasteries and buildings of ecclesiastical purpose (their planning, archaeology, construction, restoration-conservation), ecclesiastical paintings, liturgical items:, baptismal fonts, book rests, candlesticks, : censers:,  rosaries : crockery for holy water, wine, soil, oil and chrism; icons, crosses, ecclesiastic candles, liturgical (ritual) wine:, holy water: priests' vestments: theological-liturgical and spiritual-educational literature, as well as tele-cinema-audio and radio production of the same purpose."

The definitions provided for the "official terminology of the Church" - "Georgian apostolic", "autocephalous", "Orthodox", "Catholicos-Patriarch", "holy synod" - also concern other religious communities, as they would mean that no other Church could use any of this terminology without the Patriarchate's approval. This will particularly affect the various non-Patriarchate Orthodox jurisdictions, which will no longer be allowed to call themselves "Churches", use the words "Orthodox", "Georgian" or "autocephalous" in their titles, use titles like "priest" or "bishop" for their clergy (or even use the word "clergy") or call their places of worship "churches" or "monasteries" (though they would in fact be barred from building any churches without the Patriarchate's permission anyway).

Ramishvili believes this Patriarchate monopoly "endangers religious  freedom, as well as freedom of speech and academic freedom".

"This article is directed against us and our Church," Father Zurab Aroshvili of the True Orthodox Church told the website portal-credo.ru on 21 October. "After this agreement we will be outside the law and we will be persecuted, this time by legal means."

He believed his Church - which has published literature criticising the Patriarchate - is the intended target of this provision. "The Patriarchate has been very unhappy about our activity. Only yesterday a representative of the Patriarchate Archimandrite Zenon appeared on television and said that this provision was included in 

the concordat specially against us and religious organisations like us." He said his Church tried to lobby parliament to prevent it ratifying the concordat and would appeal to the Constitutional Court to overturn this provision. If that failed, he added, his Church would take its complaint to the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg.

The True Orthodox Church - an entirely peaceful group that dissociates itself entirely from the religious violence of Fr Vasili Mkalavishvili - has faced serious obstructions to its work. Under Patriarchate pressure 

it has been barred from building a church in the town of Kutaisi. True Orthodox sources have told Keston that an extremist Orthodox mob destroyed a church in Shemokmedi in early October.

Council of Europe representatives in both Tbilisi and Strasbourg have denied Orthodox suggestions that it has approved the agreement. "This is not true that the Council of Europe has given the final text its blessing," Natia Japaridze, director of the Tbilisi office of the Council of Europe told Keston on 23 October. "The Council of Europe gave its legal expertise on earlier drafts of the agreement in 2000 and 2001. Since then it has made no comment on the later texts or on the final agreement signed." An official of the human rights directorate agreed. "To my knowledge, since the legal expertise was provided in 2001 there was no further involvement of the Council of Europe in this issue," he told Keston from Strasbourg on 18 October.

Other controversial provisions of the concordat include the immunity from prosecution granted to the Patriarch the veto over religious education in schools granted to the Patriarchate and Orthodox advantages in restitution of confiscated religious property. 

Georgia: Why Does Patriarch Need Immunity?

by Felix Corley, Keston News Service

The spokesman for the Georgian Orthodox Patriarchate has told Keston News Service that a provision of the newly-signed constitutional agreement between his Church and the Georgian state granting immunity from prosecution to the Patriarch-Catholicos was suggested by Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti, the Vatican nuncio in Tbilisi. "He told our Church two months ago that the concordat should include the immunity of the patriarch, just as the Pope has immunity," Giorgi Andriadze told Keston from Tbilisi on 22 October. "It was discussed with the state and included in the concordat about a month ago." However, Archbishop Gugerotti has vigorously denied such claims. "This is not true," he insisted to Keston from Tbilisi the same day. "This must have been a misunderstanding on the part of the Patriarchate."

The immunity is granted to the Patriarch in Article 1 part 5 of the new concordat, which was signed on 14 October, approved by the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church on 17 October and ratified by parliament on 22 October.

Archbishop Gugerotti explained to Keston that in earlier discussions Patriarchate officials had asked in general about what provisions are normally included in concordats between the Holy See and individual states. He said that in the past the Catholic Church had insisted that, in the case of wrongdoing, clergy should be subject to church tribunals, not state courts. However, he added, "this is no longer possible". "We now advise that any state should now inform the Church and the bishop if any member of the clergy is to go to trial - as a gesture of kindness. That is all. We did not discuss immunity for any clergy."

Andriadze denied suggestions that such immunity put the patriarch "above the law". "There are procedures, such as for parliamentary deputies or the president who have the same immunity." He said laws which will have to be adopted to implement the concordat will deal with this. "Of course if parliament approves the arrest of the patriarch then it will happen." He added that the concordat grants immunity only to the patriarch, not to the Patriarchate as an institution.

However, some wonder why the patriarch needs immunity and whether the state should grant it. Levan Ramishvili, director of the Tbilisi-based human rights group the Liberty Institute, complained that unlike in 

the case of parliamentary deputies, there is no procedure for lifting the patriarch's immunity should that be needed. "When the Patriarchate was asked about this immunity it said that it was needed to protect the independence of the Church from the government, in case the government tried to depose the patriarch and impose someone more favourable," he told Keston from Tbilisi on 22 October. "Let's look at who else was seeking immunity. Wasn't [Chilean former military ruler] Pinochet?"

Andriadze admitted that he knew of no other religious leader apart from the Pope who has it. He asked Keston whether the Archbishop of Canterbury had such immunity in Britain (Lambeth Palace told Keston that he does not).

Russian officials have told Keston that Russian Orthodox Patriarch Aleksy does not enjoy immunity from prosecution. The Armenian Church headquarters at Echmiadzin told Keston that the head of the Armenian Church Catholicos Karekin likewise does not enjoy immunity.

'Source: Keston Institute '.
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